
Finish Thompson Air Pumps Offer 
Heavy-Duty Solution for  
High-Traffic Subway Systems

Yet, the Moscow subway system is among the cleanest 
in the world. In fact, it is famous for its ornate stations 
decorated with marble columns and elaborate chandeliers 
that are a far cry from traditional American subway hubs. 

How does Moscow keep its transportation system so 
beautiful and well maintained? An important aspect of 
this process is effective waste water removal. For this, 
subway operators rely on appropriate pumps to manage 
the dewatering of the subway. 

Of course, with more than 2.5 billion passengers passing 
through the system each year, this task requires heavy- 
duty pumps to meet the demand. As subway managers 
searched for products that could keep up with the  
workload, they discovered Finish Thompson provided  
the ideal solution.  

Finding the Right Pump for the Job
Challenged by a heavy workload, the pumps that were  
previously installed in the Moscow subway system needed 
frequent maintenance. Technicians were facing service 
issues such as excessive wear on the elastomeric compo-
nents. To address the issue, they first tried replacing worn 
parts with those from a competitor. However, they soon 
realized they needed a better, longer-term solution.

At this point, subway maintainers asked a leading pump 
distributor in Saint Petersburg, Russia, for a recommendation 
to replace the current pumps. The distributor introduced 
them to the Finish Thompson FTI Air brand. An initial 
purchase was made for three FTI Air Model FT20 ALU/
Santoprene pumps.

The Moscow Metro is one of the busiest subway systems  
on the planet. Featuring more than a dozen lines and over  
200 stations, Moscow Metro is a buzzing complex of mass transportation. 
Nearly seven million riders per day travel its 240+ miles of track. 
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The distributor’s sales representative explains, “We had  
an established relationship with the customer, so they  
trusted our recommendation. We sold them the three  
Finish Thompson pumps, and they were impressed enough 
with the product that they placed an order for three more. 
The pumps work well for this application, and they are  
very happy with their purchases.”

Finish Thompson  
regional manager,  
Abdel Balkhir, adds,  
“The customer was  
very happy with the  
service, quality and  
quick delivery-time  
from in-stock products. They are very satisfied with their 
experience, and more pumps are being discussed. We 
look forward to an ongoing relationship with the Moscow 
Metro managers. As an industry leader, we are committed 
to continued delivery of superior products to serve this  
subway system and transportation systems worldwide.”

Finish Thompson Inc. designs and manufactures pumps for the 
safe transfer of a wide variety of corrosive fluids. Products include 
sealless mag-drive centrifugal pumps with run-dry capability, 
mechanically sealed pumps, drum/barrel pumps, vertical mag-drive 
pumps, multi-stage pumps and the FTI Air line of air operated 
double diaphragm (AODD) pumps.
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FTI Air Pumps

FTI Air products are  
designed to transfer the  
most corrosive fluids in the most demanding 
environments. These air operated double  
diaphragm (AODD) pumps use a combination  
of two flexible diaphragms, two inlet and two 
outlet ball check valves to efficiently pump fluid.  
The low-friction valve components eliminate  
air leakage and extend longevity. Fewer parts 
and a non-stalling, modular design mean  
more reliability and less maintenance.
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